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Foreword

2 Selected Readings for the CA Professional of 2020

The CA professional is truly a  ‘Warrior Diplomat’ who must traverse complex 
terrain in all parts of the world. From the far-flung jungles of the Philippines to the 
hard pan desert of the Sahel, civil affairs forces operate in the most dangerous and 
complex places to advance US interests and objectives.  The intellect and mental 
agility required for such a profession is demanding and requires rigorous study. As 
Mattis eloquently points out above, reading is essential and lights what may be a 
dark path ahead. 

This reading list was a joint effort by the editorial board of Eunomia Journal and 
the leadership of the Civil Affairs Association. Each member submitted 
nominations and descriptions of each book’s value to the CA community. The 
members then voted on the nominations to whittle the list down into a distilled, 
user-friendly reading list. 

The list is divided into three sections: Civil Affairs Foundations, COCOM-specific 
books, and finally, Curios. Civil Affairs Foundations is comprised of ten books that 
we believe serves as the baseline for understanding the role of CA in a changing 
world. The COCOM section is three to four books that provide a baseline of 
regional knowledge. The Curios section is five books that fall outside of the usual 
purview of military reading lists, but offer new perspectives or modes of thinking 
for CA professionals. 

Eunomia Journal Team
May 2020

“Thanks to my reading, I have never been caught flat-footed by 
any situation, never at a loss for how any problem has been 

addressed before. It doesn’t give me all the answers, but it lights 
what is often a dark path ahead.” 

–Former Secretary of Defense James Mattis

“We must become an adaptable, agile learning organization or we will be 
replaced by one that is.”                

–Maj Gen Darrell Guthrie, CG, USACAPOC(A)



3 Selected Readings for the CA Professional of 2020

CA Foundations

“To win one hundred victories in one hundred 
battles is not the acme of skill. To subdue the enemy 

without fighting is the acme of skill.” –Sun Tzu

The Dragons and the Snakes

Author: David Kilcullen
In 1993, the CIA director warned that Western powers might have 'slain 
a large dragon' with the fall of the USSR, but now faced a 'bewildering 
variety of poisonous snakes'. Since then, both dragons (state enemies 
like Russia and China) and snakes (terrorist and guerrilla organizations) 
have watched the US struggle in Iraq and Afghanistan, and mastered 
new methods in response: hybrid and urban warfare, political 
manipulation, and harnessing digital technology. This book is a great 
primer of twenty-first century threats our nation and CA forces will 
face: cutting-edge tactics and adaptive adversaries.

The Art of War

Author: Sun Tzu, Translated by Thomas Cleary
A book familiar to most but seemingly more relevant in current times 

than in the past, perhaps. Sun Tzu's strategies focus on shaping 
battlefields using relevant economic, political, psychological factors 

(information operations) as a means to fight his enemies. 

The Dictator’s Handbook
Author: Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and 
Alistair Smith 
This book provides a simple version of selectorate 
theory to analyze the structure and behavior of 
leadership within a spectrum of regimes from 
democracy to pure autocracy. This could be key to 
CA in understanding not only whom they should 
engage with but also the structures of the various 
societies they are working by, with, and through to 
potentially influence.

https://www.amazon.com/Dragons-Snakes-Rest-Learned-Fight-ebook/dp/B083WJ2WBX/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=dragons+and+snakes&qid=1588417284&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Art-War-Shambhala-Library-ebook/dp/B00DC6Q30U/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2SF6T0WVE0QYR&dchild=1&keywords=the+art+of+war+thomas+cleary&qid=1589557764&s=books&sprefix=The+Art+of+War+Tho%2Cstripbooks%2C147&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Dictators-Handbook-Behavior-Almost-Politics/dp/1610391845/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588717447&sr=1-1
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CA Foundations
“Don’t fall into the trap of believing ‘it’s only a lot of reading if you do it…’  As 
military professionals we have an obligation to continuously strengthen our 

understanding of history, military operations, and the social challenges of 
the 21st Century.  This reading list is a road map for self and leader 

development.” –Colonel Dennis Nutt, Commander, 95th Civil Affairs Brigade

Lawrence of Arabia On War
Author: Rob Johnson
In this book, Dr. Rob Johnson, Director of the University of Oxford 
Changing Character of War Centre,  provides an innovative study of T.E. 
Lawrence and his thinking on war. He discovers through deep 
examination that Lawrence was conducting a mix of information 
warfare, hybrid warfare, and irregular warfare by building human 
networks with great effect. There is a gold mine of stratagems in this 
book and great reflections on the ‘hard study and brain-work’ required 
to understand war and ground context. 
Special discount for CAA: KLE20

Military Strategy in the 21st Century

Author: Charles T. Cleveland et al. 
The authors argue in modern war that people and networks of 

influence are key terrain, as much or more so, than prized pivot points 
in traditional geopolitics. There is a chapter highlighting  contemporary 

civil affairs operations and how teams mapped the human geography 
and developed human networks of influence. 

The Savage Wars of Peace
Author: Max Boot
America's "small wars," "imperial war," or, as the Pentagon now terms them, 
"low-intensity conflicts," have played an essential but little-appreciated role 
in its growth as a world power. Beginning with Jefferson's expedition against 
the Barbary pirates, Max Boot tells the exciting stories of our sometimes 
minor but often bloody landings in Samoa, the Philippines, China, Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Mexico, Russia, and elsewhere. Along the 
way he sketches colorful portraits of little-known military heroes such as 
Stephen Decatur, "Fighting Fred" Funston, and Smedly Butler.

https://ospreypublishing.com/lawrence-of-arabia-on-war
https://ospreypublishing.com/lawrence-of-arabia-on-war
https://www.militarystrategy21.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Savage-Wars-Peace-Small-American-ebook/dp/B00G1SD34U/ref=pd_sbsd_14_1/147-0439838-3742168?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B00G1SD34U&pd_rd_r=d01344a6-233d-4ebf-8fea-cfe977dd4f2f&pd_rd_w=i5UEC&pd_rd_wg=qiWcX&pf_rd_p=2c2d0d3b-b3c5-4110-93fa-2c1270309ac1&pf_rd_r=1KCWSRMKCGP4E5QAF866&psc=1&refRID=1KCWSRMKCGP4E5QAF866
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CA Foundations
“Reading on a variety of subjects has broadened my perspective on 

military and social issues, improved my understanding of history, and 
strengthened  my critical thinking skills.  I believe reading to be a 

critical component of both leader development and self development.“
–CSM Garric M. Banfield, 95th Civil Affairs Brigade

The New Rules of War
Author: Sean McFate
McFate defines the present global condition as one of “durable 
disorder,” the principal feature of which is persistent and perpetual 
armed conflict. Entities like China, Iran, terrorist organizations, and drug 
cartels, all of whom have less money and firepower than the U.S., are 
more effective in the new forms of warfare, such as strategic 
subversion and information campaigns, covert proxy or “shadow” wars 
that may include private mercenaries, economic warfare, terrorist 
attacks, and strategic manipulation of laws to further their agendas. 

In The Midst of Wars

Author: Edward G. Lansdale
The prototypical Civil Affairs officer, Ed Lansdale fought the Huk Rebellion in 
the Philippines by pushing good governance, responsive military forces, and 

innovative tactics that prioritized capturing insurgents rather than killing them. 
He tried to follow the same agenda in South Vietnam without the necessary 

support from the American chain of command

The Generals

Author: Thomas E. Ricks
History has been kinder to the American generals of World War II, with much 
reverence for Marshall, Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley, more so, than to the 
generals of the wars that followed. Notwithstanding, during World War II, 
scores of American generals were relieved of command simply for not being 
good enough. In The Generals we meet great leaders and suspect ones, 
generals who rose to the occasion and those who failed themselves and their 
soldiers. Rick’s book is a damning statement of the guild mentality in the 
general officer ranks where loyalty to the guild is paramount to competence, 
adaptability, vision, and strategy. 

https://www.amazon.com/New-Rules-War-Victory-Disorder/dp/0062843583/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588419504&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Midst-Wars-Americans-Mission-Southeast-dp-0823213145/dp/0823213145/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1588419573
https://www.amazon.com/Generals-American-Military-Command-World-ebook/dp/B007V65TAM/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+generals+thomas+ricks&qid=1588419933&s=books&sr=1-1
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CA Foundations

War and the Art of Governance

Author: Nadia Schadlow
Success in war ultimately depends upon the consolidation of political 
order. Consolidating the new political order is not separate from war, 
rather Nadia Schadlow argues that governance operations are an 
essential component of victory. Despite learning this the hard way in 
past conflicts from the Mexican War through Iraq and Afghanistan, US 
policymakers and the military have failed to institutionalize lessons 
about post-conflict governance and political order for future conflicts. 
This book provides an excellent historical treatment of US Civil Affairs 
and describes the difficulty of military governance in contemporary 
operations. A useful book for those writing papers on Civil Affairs or 
governance operations. 

“Army training and professional military education will never be sufficient in 
developing the in-depth knowledge required to be a master civil affairs 
practitioner.  Reading must be a cornerstone in each CA professional’s personal 
development plan” 

–COL Jay Liddick, CA Capability Manager, USASOC

KLE Sessions enable members of the community to better 
understand new topics, theories, and concepts by hosting 

prominent authors from academia, policy, and fiction, in a fun 
and engaging way over drinks. 

https://www.amazon.com/War-Art-Governance-Consolidating-Political/dp/1626164096/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588420491&sr=1-1
https://www.civilaffairsassoc.org/kle
https://www.civilaffairsassoc.org/kle
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AFRICOM

Author: Romeo Dallaire
When Lieutenant General Roméo Dallaire received the call to serve as force 
commander of the UN mission to Rwanda, he thought he was heading off to 
Africa to help two warring parties achieve a peace both sides wanted. 
Instead, he and members of his small international force were caught up in a 
vortex of civil war and genocide. Dallaire left Rwanda a broken man; 
disillusioned, suicidal, and determined to tell his story. This book highlights 
to human cost of civil war not only on the warring factions but also on those 
trying to forge peace in an impossible situation. A sobering read on the 
reality of civil war.

War and the Art of GovernanceShake Hands with the Devil

A Savage War of Peace
Author: Alistair Horne

A sharp portrayal of a brutal conflict that tore two nations apart. The Algerian 
War (1954-1962) was a savage colonial war, killing an estimated one million 
Muslim Algerians and expelling the same number of European settlers from 

their homes. It was to cause the fall of six French prime ministers and the 
collapse of the Fourth Republic. It came close to bringing down de Gaulle and -

twice - to plunging France into civil war. The story told here poses issues of 
enduring relevance beyond the confines of either geography. Truly a war in the 

hearts of the people this story has lessons for
civilian- military relations and reminds us

that you can win every battle but lose the war.

Author: John Reader
This book spans from geologic time (to explain why Africa has such rich 
mineral deposits) through pre-history (including mankind's eons-long struggle 
against the only other animal capable of shaping the landscape:  the 
elephant) to contemporary issues.  Each chapter is a bite-sized nugget of 
wonderful good stuff, like a box of chocolates, often with a "Freakonomics" 
twist that makes you question assumptions and form new mental 
connections.

Africa: A Biography of a Continent

“What sets the Civil Affairs community apart from other elements of 
the Joint Force is its curiosity, humility, and embrace of complexity.  

The AFRICOM AOR requires all three, as these great books will attest.” 
–Ryan McCannell, USAID / CAA Board  

https://www.amazon.com/Shake-Hands-Devil-Failure-Humanity-ebook/dp/B001JEPVDM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3M43N7U8E32IV&dchild=1&keywords=shake+hands+with+the+devil&qid=1588717335&s=books&sprefix=shake+hands+%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C360&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Savage-War-Peace-1954-1962-Classics/dp/1590172183/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588717295&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Africa-Biography-Continent-John-Reader/dp/067973869X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4ROIWKL7U8BZ&dchild=1&keywords=africa+a+biography+of+the+continent&qid=1588717210&s=books&sprefix=Africa+A+Bio%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C224&sr=1-1
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CENTCOM
“Civil affairs has to operate like Wayne Gretzky 

played hockey – skating to where the puck is going 
to be instead of where it is now.” 

– GEN (Ret) Tony Zinni, USMC

Africa: A Biography of a ContinentUnwinnable: Britain’s War in Afghanistan

Author: Theo Farrell
A reminder of how not to prosecute a war in a far-off place that has 
confounded the best efforts of many foreign powers over the centuries. 
Theo Farrell’s, Unwinnable: Britain’s War in Afghanistan 2001-2014, 
presents a compelling view of the interface between strategy and tactics 
and how one without the other will inevitably lead to failure. For America, 
2001 onwards was her First open war in Afghanistan, but for Britain her 
involvement builds on three previous wars. For a country like Afghanistan, 
the 1842 retreat from Kabul and the retaliatory destruction of Kabul’s 
ancient market hall by General Pollock, 6 months later, was a recent 
memory. Britain, therefore, entered the War in Afghanistan with a degree of 
hubris but also trepidation and with a surprising lack of insight into the 
challenges it would face. A cautionary tale that reinforces the need to 
understand not only the current operating context but your own history as 
well.

Author: Rodric Braithwaite
As former ambassador to Moscow, Rodric Braithwaite brings unique 

insights to the Soviet war in Afghanistan. The story has been distorted not 
only by Cold War propaganda but also by the myths of the nineteenth 

century Great Game and the subsequent post 9/11 war. It moves from the 
high politics of the Kremlin to the lonely Russian conscripts in isolated 

mountain outposts. The Soviet Union campaign in Afghanistan has been 
characterised as simple brutality and whilst there were certainly excess 

there was also sophisticated capacity building and development projects 
running in parallel. Despite this the endeavour ended in failure. The 

parallels with Afghanistan today speak for themselves.

Afgantsy: The Russians in Afghanistan

Many thousands of words have been written on America’s war in Afghanistan but the books chosen 
here reflect on the experiences of  an ally and an adversary to provide a different perspective

https://www.amazon.com/Unwinnable-Britains-War-Afghanistan-2001-2014/dp/1784701327/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588717171&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Afgantsy-Russians-Afghanistan-Rodric-Braithwaite-dp-0199322481/dp/0199322481/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=1588717134
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CENTCOM
“Civil Affairs practitioners are a unique breed with the uncanny ability to act and think 

differently. While any warrior can be trained to conduct a ‘dynamic entry’ in 
operations…it’s the ‘true warrior’ that knows how to ‘dynamically operate’ in complex 

environments with multifaceted challenges. This is where research, self-studies, and the 
‘human network’ of collaboration sets CA apart from all others.”

– COL Alan McKewan, CENTCOM IAG

The Great Game

Author: Peter Hopkirk
This book details the exploits of what could be argued the first Civil Affairs 

officers, long before that name and terminology was ever thought of within 
the American military lexicon.  The Great Game period (1830-1895) was a 
prolonged competition between Imperial Russia and Victorian Britain for 
influence and power throughout Central Asia. A series of military officers 

played the great game by using a mixture of economic, political, military, and 
diplomatic tools to expand influence into local populations while 

concurrently driving out the influence of their rival all at levels below conflict.  
This is an important piece to read for Civil Affairs as it describes a period of 

time when competition below levels of large scale conflict were played out in 
periphery states as part of a great power competition.

The Thistle and the Drone

Author: Akbar S. Ahmed
This book explains our #1 shortfall in the last two decades of war on terror: 
The US and West’s failure to understand the local socio-political context in 
the places where we found ourselves fighting. The excessive use of drones 
and remote warfare are creating more enemies than they eliminate. This 
book provides a granular understanding of the tribal dynamics in the 
turbulent tribal areas between Pakistan and Afghanistan from someone who 
served as a political agent on the ground. CA forces will continue to operate 
in complex human terrain at the local level and this book has many insights 
from which one can learn. A must read with loads of applicability to CA. 

Share Ideas to Inform & Improve Team Performance Across the Entire Force 
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https://www.amazon.com/Great-Game-Struggle-Central-Kodansha/dp/1568360223/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588717094&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thistle-Drone-Americas-Terror-Became/dp/B00IBOWUYG/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=thistle+and+the+drone&qid=1588716980&sr=8-1
https://www.civilaffairsassoc.org/post/team-room-writing-contest
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EUCOM
"To continue developing as a leader, one must continuously educate oneself on the history that
brought us to where we are today, myriad interactions in the contemporary environment, and future 
possibilities. If we reach the point that we think we know it all, or know enough, we have stopped 
growing as leaders that deserve to lead others. Reading thoughtful and thought provoking books and 
articles is the best way to understand the world around us and be prepared to lead those in our charge 
through complex, and sometimes ambiguous, challenges.“–COL Samuel (Kyle) Simpson II, EUCOM  J9

Author: Mark B. Smith
An accessible and truly exciting plunge into Russian history that prompts the 
reader to challenge their assumptions about the past (and present) of Russia 

in relation to Europe and the narratives that have been promulgated by 
statesmen, media, politicians, historians, and ordinary men and women of 

the past about it. Many will come to this book with their minds already 
made up and - consciously or not - misconstrue some of the points made. 

Highly recommend this excellent and timely book to any reader - but 
encourage them to come to it with an open and reflective mind. A brilliant 

read on Russia and its context.

The Russian Anxiety

The Foundations of Geopolitics

Author: Aleksandr Dugin
The book has had a large influence within the Russian military, police, and 
foreign policy elites and it has been used as a textbook in the Academy of 
the General Staff of the Russian military. Its publication in 1997 was well-
received in Russia and powerful Russian political figures subsequently took 
an interest in Dugin who has developed a close relationship with Russia's 
Academy of the General Staff.

The Foundations of Geopolitics
The Russian Understanding of War

Author: Oscar Jonsson
This book analyzes the evolution of Russian military thought and how 

Russia's current thinking about war is reflected in recent crises. While other 
books describe current Russian practice, Oscar Jonsson provides the long 

view to show how Russian military strategic thinking has developed from the 
Bolshevik Revolution to the present. He closely examines Russian primary 

sources including security doctrines and the writings and statements of 
Russian military theorists and political elites. What Jonsson reveals is that 
Russia's conception of the very nature of war is now changing, as Russian 

elites see information warfare and political subversion as the most 
important ways to conduct contemporary war.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Russia-Anxiety-How-History-Resolve/dp/0241312760
https://www.e-reading.mobi/book.php?book=20827
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Russian-Understanding-War-Blurring-between/dp/1626167338/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588711362&sr=1-1
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INDOPACOM
“The Indo-Pacific region is the most consequential to our Nation's security.  To 

understand the intricacies of the human environment, reading about the history, 
culture, and politics is essential.  Despite the vastness of the geography and interests, 
people are the common fabric and is where our future will be determined.  Success is 

built upon relationships, good and bad.  Civil Affairs is all about relationships.” 
–COL Tom Matelski, CA, Commander USAG Japan

Author: Graham Allison
Graham Allison explains why Thucydides’ Trap is the best lens for understanding 
U.S.-China relations in the twenty-first century. Through uncanny historical 
parallels and war scenarios, he shows how close we are to the unthinkable. Yet, 
stressing that war is not inevitable, Allison also reveals how clashing powers 
have kept the peace in the past — and what painful steps the United States and 
China must take to avoid disaster today. This book is referenced often by GEN 
Mark A. Milley and is on his reading list as well.

Destined for War

Street Without Joy
Author: Bernard Fall

Journalist and scholar Bernard Fall vividly captured the sights, sounds, and 
smells of the brutal— and politically complicated—conflict between the French 

and the Communist-led Vietnamese nationalists in Indochina. The French 
fought to the bitter end, but even with the lethal advantages of a modern 
military, they could not stave off the Viet Minh insurgency of hit-and-run 

tactics, ambushes, booby traps, and nighttime raids. The final French defeat 
came at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, setting the stage for American involvement 

and a far bloodier chapter in Vietnam‘s history. Fall combined graphic 
reporting with deep scholarly knowledge of Vietnam and its colonial history in 

a book memorable in its descriptions of jungle fighting
and insightful in its arguments. After more than a half a

century, Street without Joy remains required reading.

How Communists Negotiate

Author: C. Turner Joy
Admiral Joy had the difficult task of leading United Nations Command negotiations 
during the Armistice of the Korean War.  This book is worth reading today to 
identify both continuity and change in the North Korean and Chinese approaches to 
negotiation. The art of mediation and negotiation are core components of CA 
tradecraft and their understanding other cultures and perspectives is essential. 

https://www.amazon.com/Destined-War-America-Escape-Thucydidess-ebook/dp/B01IAS9FZY/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=destined+for+war&qid=1588711537&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Street-Without-Joy-Indochina-Stackpole/dp/0811736547/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Street+without+Joy&qid=1588713046&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Communists-negotiate-Turner-Joy/dp/B0006CTC88/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Q6JRQM0MCS4Y&dchild=1&keywords=how+communists+negotiate&qid=1588713148&sprefix=how+communi%2Caps%2C826&sr=8-1
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INDOPACOM
"Intellectual growth and development, marked by effective problem-solving and agile 

decision-making in highly complex and often volatile situations is highly dependent 
upon our ability to engage with multiple and often contradicting perspectives. This is 

why reading and learning from various sources and disciplines helps to develop a 
holistic and comprehensive understanding of numerous global and local issues, which is 

the hallmark of CA profession and leadership." 
–Dr. Aleksandra Nesic, Visiting Professor, Joint Special Operations University

Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife

Author: John Nagl
John A. Nagl—a veteran of both Operation Desert Storm and the conflict in 
Iraq—considers the now-crucial question of how armies adapt to changing 
circumstances during the course of conflicts for which they are initially 
unprepared. Through the use of archival sources and interviews with 
participants in both engagements, Nagl compares the development of 
counterinsurgency doctrine and practice in the Malayan Emergency from 
1948 to 1960 with what developed in the Vietnam War from 1950 to 1975.

The Ugly American

Author: William Julius Lederer and Eugene Burdick
This is a fictional story with high veracity. The authors thread a variety of 

narratives to show failures in American policy in Southeast Asia. The 
publicity that surrounded the book with an attempt to censor it abroad 

made it even more popular. This book remains influential and reminds of 
humility when dealing with other foreign cultures and nations. The big 
problem this book highlights from the Cold War is the US lack of socio-

political dynamics on the ground. In 2012, The Joint Staff found a similar 
finding with the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and a year later, RAND did a 

study and they, too, found this to be the #1 failure of the recent 
interventions. While this may be in the INDOPACOM area, it is a must 

read for all CA professionals going to any region.

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Eat-Soup-Knife-Counterinsurgency/dp/0226567702
https://www.amazon.com/Ugly-American-Eugene-Burdick/dp/0393318672
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SOUTHCOM

Bolivar: American Liberator

Author: Marie Arana
It is astonishing that Simón Bolívar, the great Liberator of South America, 
is not better known in the United States. He freed six countries from 
Spanish rule, traveled more than 75,000 miles on horseback to do so, and 
became the greatest figure in Latin American history.

Narconomics

Author: Tom Wainwright
By analyzing the cartels as companies, law enforcers might better 

understand how they work—and stop throwing away $100 billion a year 
in a futile effort to win the “war” against this global, highly organized 

business.More than just an investigation of how drug cartels do business, 
Narconomics is also a blueprint for how to defeat them.

A Great Perhaps?

Author: Dickie Davis, et. al
Based on field-work in Colombia's regions, the study provides a history to 
the conflict, compares it to other historical and contemporary case-
studies, examines the war from the perspective of the government and 
the guerrilla, delves into the development of special Colombian 
capabilities notably in intelligence and the use of airpower and special 
forces, and explains the economic dimension in terms both of historical 
exclusion and ongoing attempts at growth and inclusion. Finally, it 
concludes with an assessment on the country's prospects.

“Today’s complex operational environment requires CA Forces, down to 
the team level, to think and act strategically. Reading about how others 
have approached similar challenges is essential for CA leaders to operate 
effectively and to inspire our creativity within the dynamic situations we 
will face in the future.“

– LTC Steve Lewis,  Senior CA Planner, SOUTHCOM 

https://www.amazon.com/Bolivar-American-Liberator-Marie-Arana/dp/1439110204
https://www.amazon.com/Narconomics-How-Run-Drug-Cartel/dp/1610397703
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Perhaps-Colombia-Conflict-Divergence/dp/184904628X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+Great+Perhaps+Colombia&qid=1588714289&sr=8-1
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CURIOS
“Reading is a good way to humble yourself. If you aim to be a 
pioneer, books are always there for explorations. Reading is 

the fuel for the intellectually curious.”  
– SGM Ryan Robert, US Army Sergeant Major Academy

Narrative War

Author: Ajit Mann
Contemporary wars are largely wars of influence and they will not necessarily be 
won by those with the most information or the most accurate data. They will be 
won by those who effectively interpret the meaning of the information and what 
difference it makes for the audience. This short book is a further reminder of the 
growing importance of narrative in this hyperconnected world.

Ender’s Game

Author: Orson Scott Card
More than just an escape from reality, the best science fiction novels resemble the 

most sophisticated war game exercises, opening up new ways of testing and 
analyzing our assumptions about war, peace, and the gray area in between.  For a 
Civil Affairs audience, Card’s classic novel epitomizes the importance of analyzing 

the human terrain, building teams out of diverse coalitions, mastering the 
fundamentals of battlefield geometry, and navigating the uneasy balance between 

empathy and lethality.  An allegory for great power competition, Ender’s Game 
centers around a group of gifted children drafted into military service for the 

express purpose of exploiting their youth and creativity against a powerful but 
predictable foe. Ender and his teammates must overcome the odds to find and 

strike the alien enemy’s center of gravity, or else risk humanity’s extinction.  This 
raises complex questions about the morality of war and the meaning of sacrifice.

Starship Troopers
Author: Robert A. Heinlein
Probably the quintessential example of military-themed science fiction, Starship 
Troopers follows Juan "Johnny" Rico through his military service in the Mobile Infantry 
during an interstellar war between humans and an alien species.  Interspersed with the 
primary plot are philosophical and moral questions that continue to plague our society.  
If you’ve ever been troubled by the yawning gap between the few who choose military 
service and the indifference of our civilian culture in contemporary America, the 
meaning of patriotism and citizenship, and the tradeoffs between personal sacrifice 
and the glory of serving the greater good… Heinlein’s novel is for you.

Both books are Science 
Fiction Award Winners

https://www.amazon.com/Narrative-Warfare-Ajit-Maan-Ph-D/dp/198669495X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588714471&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enders-Ender-Quintet-Orson-Scott/dp/0812550706
https://www.amazon.com/Starship-Troopers-Robert-Heinlein/dp/0441783589
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CURIOS
“Civil Affairs forces have been called upon to perform some of the most challenging missions 
around the world. Mission success requires imaginative thinking, ruthless energy, and a firm 
understanding of the environment. Through reading, one can understand and use the past  
and current writings to prepare oneself  to think and operate, as a strategic thinker and doer. 
This continuum of published works over the history of mankind contains many valuable lessons 
that when applied properly,  through action, can only lead to operational success. A reading 
program is  vital not only for personal development but also essential for the development of 
our future leaders. Both myself and the members of the CA community are grateful to the 
dedicated team that put this list together. “Secure The Victory!”  

–Joseph P. Kirlin III, CAA President

Sapiens

Author: Yuval Noah Harari
This is an incredible book that explains the importance of stories and 
how they have driven people since the beginning of our species. Harari 
integrates history and science to explain narratives over time and their 
importance. It explains the mainsprings of human action in the past and 
what it might mean for the future.

Like War

Author: P.W. Singer and Emerson T. Brooking
Through the weaponization of social media, the Internet is changing war 
and politics, just as war and politics are changing the Internet. Terrorists 

livestream their attacks, “Twitter wars” produce real world casualties, 
and viral misinformation alters not just the result of battles, but the very 
fate of nations. The result is that war, tech, and politics have blurred into 

a new kind of battlespace that plays out on our smartphones.

https://www.amazon.com/Sapiens-Humankind-Yuval-Noah-Harari/dp/0062316095/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588715365&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/LikeWar-Weaponization-P-W-Singer/dp/1328695743/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588715507&sr=1-1
http://www.onecapodcast.org/
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