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“Conference” cont’d on page 2…

Regional Challenges Provide Focus for 
2002 Worldwide CA Conference 

This year’s Worldwide Civil Affairs Conference brought 
together Civil Affairs operators from every walk of 
life and from all over the globe. NGOs and PVOs, 

civilians and military, active duty and retirees, new members 
and alumni, 
family and friends, 
converged in late-
June in Raleigh, 
N.C., to discuss 
the direction of 
Civil Affairs with 
particular focus 
on ongoing and 
new trends in 
national defense, 
international 
peacekeeping, and 
homeland security.

The theme, 
“Regional 
Challenges, 
Strategic 
Imperatives,” 
proved especially 
relevant, not only 
due to myriad 
conferees, but also 
in light of the world events that continue to engage SOF and 
CA professionals.

The Conference opened with the host unit, Fort Bragg’s 
Hdqs., U.S. Army Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations 
Cmd. (USACAPOC) (Abn.), welcoming friends and 
colleagues in style. As hosts, Maj. Gen. Buz Althsuler and 
conference coordinator, Col. Margo Sheridan, ensured 
everyone felt at home in this new setting – the fi rst time ever 
a CA Conference had been held in this majestic southern 
city.

Following meetings of the CA Corps and the CA Association 
Board of Directors, a reception and ice-breaker was held 
during which old friends mingled and new associates were 
introduced. Many had just returned from deployments, while 
others were packing their bags.

Following an evening of taking in 
the historic city, conferees were up at 
the crack of dawn, many enjoying an 
early morning jog through the North 

Carolina capital. The Conference 
offi cially kicked off when Col. (ret.) 
Barton Evans, serving as master of 
ceremonies, introduced USACAPOC 
CG Altshuler, and Civil Affairs 
Association president, Maj. Gen. 
Thomas Matthews, who welcomed all 
in attendance.

The fi rst panel discussion featured 
updates on Civil Affairs activity in other 
nations. Representatives from Australia, 
Canada, France, Great Britain, The 
Netherlands, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
and Thailand, among others, proved 
that Civil Affairs, once primarily the 

SOF’s unbreakable chain of command. From left, USASOC commander, Lt. Gen. Bryan Brown; 
USACAPOC commander; Maj. Gen. Buz Altshuler; CA NCO of the Year, Staff Sgt. Kenneth Arroyo; 
Enlisted Person of the Year, Spec. Jason Johnson; USSOCOM commander, Gen. Charles Holland; and 
CAA president, Maj. Gen. Thomas Matthews.
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domain of U.S. operators, has truly 
gone “worldwide.” Dr. Joseph J. 
Collins, the deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for stability operations, closed 
out the morning sessions.

At the fi rst of two Civil Affairs 
Association-sponsored luncheons, 
William P. Tangney, deputy 
commanding general of USSOCOM, 
was presented the Association’s 
prestigious Annual Award. A longtime 
supporter of Civil Affairs, Lt. Gen. 
Tangney expressed his appreciation 
for the efforts of the Association over 
its long history, and challenged its 
members to continue to press on in 
their good deeds throughout the world.

The fi rst of the afternoon breakout 
sessions focused on Special Operations 
in major theaters. Based on world 
happenings, many found themselves 
drawn to the 352d Cmd.’s session 
on USCENTCOM, but the other 
AORs – SOUTHCOM, PACOM, and 
EUCOM – had their share of active 
participants as well.

The other breakout sessions covered emerging doctrine from 
USAJFKSWCS; NGOs and PVOs, featuring members of 
Interaction; as well as Sen. (ret.) Jeremiah Denton discussing 
TRANSFORM, an international humanitarian aid program, 
which, according to the senator, “vastly increases the ability 
of the United States to share its excess commodities and 
materials with the most urgently needy people of the world. 
It accomplishes this by arranging for donated commercial 
transportation of the goods across the oceans. The cost of 
that transportation has been the main limiting factor to 
giving free rein to the generosity of the American people 
and the many U.S. based international humanitarian aid 
organizations to help others less fortunate.” Denton told 
the conferees that, with TRANSFORM, “Americans have 
an unprecedented opportunity to help the world’s poor and 
needy, and to promote world peace and stability.”

Other breakout sessions included discussions on NCOERs, 
OERs, and unit language programs.

Day two of the Conference started with a continental 
breakfast and informational announcements, followed by 
a briefback session about Special Operations in the major 
theaters. 

The next speaker was USSOCOM commanding general, 
Gen. Charles R. Holland, who discussed how the sister 
services that comprise the SOF community are working 
together to meet the challenges facing our nation in light of 
the war on terrorism, increased deployments, and continual 
tasking of SOF resources.

Another area of interest is 
“transformation,” which we have been 
hearing a great deal about in recent 
months. On hand to discuss the Army’s 
role and mission in the future were 
members of the Dept. of the Army’s 
G3 staff. 

The second of the two CAA luncheons 
featured remarks by Michael T. Hall, 
USACAPOC command sergeant 
major. Awards were also presented 
to the best young operators in the 
fi eld, Capt. Anne Marie Theriault, 
Staff Sgt. Kenneth Arroyo, and Spec. 
Jason Johnson. CAA’s top honors, 
the Ralph R. Temple and John H. 
Hilldring awards, went to Col. Dan R. 
Williams, and Maj. Gen. (ret.) William 
R. Berkman and Col. (ret.) Eli E. 
Nobleman, respectively.

…“Conference” cont’d from page 1
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“Updates” cont’d on page 4…

353d Celebrates 50th Anniversary 
They have been to all the world’s hotspots, where they have 
touched lives devastated by war and disaster. But for the 
citizen-soldiers of New York’s 353d CA Cmd. who gathered 
recently at Brooklyn’s Fort Hamilton to celebrate the 
command’s 50th anniversary, the late-summer get-together 
was mainly a chance to see old friends and catch up. 

It was just a nice party until a new member of the CA 
community reminded the attendees of why they were really 
there. Spec. Charles Salloum, who joined the unit less than a 
year ago, was asked to say a few words as part of a tradition 
of having both the oldest and the newest member of the 
unit speak. The idea was to hear from those who have forged 
the tradition as well as from those who will carry it into the 
future.

It took Salloum, one of the youngest and least-experienced 
unit members at the dinner, less than two minutes to get 
to the heart of what CA is all about. “It brings the human 
factor into war,” he said. “It takes into consideration the 
non-combatants, the victims and the innocent. It brings 
relief to those who are lost. It brings structure to countries 
that have fallen and guidance to those who have been misled.

“Without it, mistakes will be repeated, wars will continue and 
evil will always fi nd a home. We combat terror by developing 
a rapport with civilians so fear can never creep in. We combat 
evil by helping nations understand the U.S. perspective. We 
gain trust by extending America’s helping hand. We remain 
invincible, because we do all these things so well. No, we 
are not the soldier with the weapon … we are the United 
States.”

The veteran CA operators in the audience — all less than 
10 miles from Ground Zero — fell silent and then gave 
Salloum a standing ovation. They remembered that what 
they do is important and that they can and have made a 
difference. They also were reminded of why they will never 

Association Updates take for granted the words on the crest 
of the 353d: “Freedom, Order and 
Government.” 

The oldest unit member in attendance 
that evening, Col. (ret.) Kalman A. 
Oravetz, then spoke. Oravetz, fi rst got 
involved with CA during World War 
II, when he was assigned to the CA 
Training Course at Fort Custer, Mich.

After attending CA courses at Harvard 
University, he planned CA operations 
during Operation Overlord in 
Normandy and the rest of France, and 
then worked as part of the military 
government in Germany. After the war, 
he also spent a year on active duty as 
part of the Berlin Airlift.

Twice a CA unit commander, 
Oravetz has been a tireless advocate 
for CA for more than half a century. 
A past president of the Civil Affairs 
Association, he was selected to 
represent the tradition and lineage 
of all CA soldiers through service as 
honorary colonel of the Civil Affairs 
Corps (HCOC).

Oravetz’s comments refl ected both his 
appreciation for the capabilities of the 
Civil Affairs branch, and concern for 
what lies ahead, saying that, “in these 
perilous and uncertain times, I wonder 
what greater calls there will be on 
the 353d for even more complex and 
dangerous missions.”

Among the 170 guests attending the 
event were the current commander of 
the 353d and four former commanders, 
as well as Brig. Gen. (ret.) Bruce B. 
Bingham, the former commander of 
the 353d’s higher headquarters, the 
U.S. Civil Affairs and Psychological 
Operations Cmd. (Abn.). Bingham 
also served with the 353d in several 
capacities.

The current commander, Col. (P) 
Steven J. Hashem, spoke briefl y, 
quoting Adm. Leighton Smith, the 
IFOR commander who in 1996 
referred to Civil Affairs as a “national 

The rest of the afternoon was highlighted by remarks from 
Lt. Gen. Bryan Brown, USASOC commander.

The Conference closed with hugs and good-byes, with 
promises to keep in touch, trading of business cards, and 
wishes for safe returns for those en route to “destinations 
unknown.” And, with what looms on the horizon, there is 
no doubt that Civil Affairs will have yet another challenging 
year ahead, one that, hopefully, will see us all safe and 
enjoying peace. (Amy Johnson) 

…“Conference” cont’d from page 2
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treasure” and the 
353d Civil Affairs 
Command as its 
“crown jewel.” 

The 353d 
primarily 
supports the 
U.S. European 
Command 
(USEUCOM), 
which has an area 
of operations 
stretching from 
the United 
Kingdom across 
Europe and 
Russia and south 
into sub-Saharan 
Africa. The vast 

majority of former and current unit members attending 
the event has deployed on at least one CA mission, and 
many have been on several, including Operation Provide 
Comfort (which brought relief to Kurdish refugees following 
Desert Storm), medical support missions in Cameroon 
and peacekeeping missions in Bosnia and Kosovo. (Lt. Col. 
Cynthia Crossen and Maj. Jackie Morris Hayes, 353d PAO) 

416th Deploys Third Team to 
Bosnia
Ten soldiers from the 416th Bn. prepared to leave their 
Norristown, Pa., Army Reserve Center earlier this fall to 
begin their journey to Bosnia for a six-month deployment as 
part of the 12th rotation of U.S. forces mobilized since the 
UN peacekeeping operation began in Bosnia in 1996. 

This is the third team of soldiers sent to Bosnia from the 
unit, which previously deployed CA teams in 1997 and 
1998. The ten soldiers deploying will replace other CA 
soldiers currently serving in the multinational Stabilization 
Force, or SFOR, in Bosnia.

The 416th’s “Bosnia team” had been training and preparing 
for this mission for several months, working in coordination 
with elements from the Pennsylvania National Guard’s 
28th Infantry Div., which also recently deployed soldiers to 
Bosnia. 

“I’m looking forward to it,” said Sgt. 1st Class Gary W. 
Duhamell of Newark, Del., who is on his second deployment 
to Bosnia. “It’s a good feeling to be able to help [the 
Bosnians].”

Hail to the Chiefs! Four past commanders of the 
353d (from left, Maj. Gen. George E. Barker, Maj. 
Gen. Donald Campbell, Brig. Gen. Sam Gibson, and 
Maj. Gen. Thomas Matthews) join “the new kid on 
the block,” Col. (P) Steve Hashem.

Spec. Charles Salloum with 
Col. Oravetz.

…“Updates” cont’d from page 3

“Updates” cont’d on page 5…
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Maj. Paul D. Dougherty, primary staff offi cer overseeing 
the training and management of the deploying team, also is 
returning to Bosnia. Dougherty, who is from Exton, Pa., says 
he is “eager to see how conditions in Bosnia have changed” 
since he was there in 1997. He hopes that, “through these 
projects and the joint efforts of the people, the former 
warring factions can be brought a bit closer together.” 

Bosnia is not exactly the AOR that the 416th is accustomed 
to, routinely supporting missions in the U.S. Southern 
Command (SOUTHCOM) region and deploying soldiers 
to Central American and Caribbean Basin countries such 
as El Salvador, Honduras, Bahamas and Barbados, where 
humanitarian and relief operations and construction and 
development projects are undertaken by the U.S. military. 

Soldiers like Capt. John P. Hunt look forward to 
opportunities to use their unique blend of skills – civil, 
cultural and military – to help communities devastated by 
the effects of natural disasters, disease, poverty and war, 
recover. “I’ve done a lot of public assistance work,” said the 
Philadelphia native. “I hope my experience can be useful in 
helping the Bosnian people.” 

The other 416th soldiers deploying to Bosnia are: Maj. 
Darrin W. Olinger, Capt. Duffy J. Obun, and Sgts. 
Thomas P. Brady, Tina M. Beller, Ky S. Nguyen, Nicole A. 
Washington, and Joseph J. Balmos. The 416th’s Bosnia team 
is scheduled to return home this Spring. (Capt. Belinda A. 
May, 416th PAO) 

358th CA Hosts “High-Speed” 
MEOC
FORT DIX, N.J.—It was back to the schoolhouse recently 
for many of the soldiers of Norristown, Pa.’s 358th Bde., 
when they attended the Middle East Orientation Course 
(MEOC). Middle East experts, as part of a Joint Special 
Operations University (JSOU) training team, taught the 
MEOC to prepare soldiers them for potential deployments 
abroad. The mobile MEOC was a three-day high speed, low 
drag, important-to-know course. 

Distinguished academia from prestigious universities lectured 
on Middle Eastern religion, customs, society, cultures, area 
studies, and regional politics. The training was rounded out 
with the viewing of Middle Eastern documentaries. The 
instructors were able to bring many personal experiences, 
as well as academic knowledge, to enrich the learning 
experience of the students. Sgt. Stephen H. Mainville, a 
358th CA specialist and Desert Storm veteran, said he 
was “pleased with the instruction, all who have served in 
the Middle East and the quality training we have received 
throughout this course is going to help us better do our 
jobs.” 

Soldiers from the 358th and affi liated 
units from the 350th Cmd. and 416th 
and 478th Bns. comprised the primary 
group of students in the MEOC. 
Attendees from the I and II Marine 
Expeditionary forces (MEF), SEAL 
Team One, and various U.S. Air Force 
special operations units also participated 
in the valuable joint-warfare training 
experience. 

358th commander, Col. Robert P. 
Stall, emphasized the importance of 
the MEOC by saying, “the information 
my soldiers acquired from this course 
is vital to their success as Civil Affairs 
operators and warrior-diplomats, it is 
especially true if they fi nd themselves 
assigned to that part of the world.”

The fi rst day of lectures opened with 
discussions on U.S. policy in the 
Middle East, followed by a look at the 
Arab-Israeli confl ict. The instructor was 
Dr. Bernie Reich, professor of Political 
Science and International Affairs at 
The George Washington University, 
Washington, D.C. The following 
day Dr. Mehrdad Izady, professor of 
Middle Eastern Studies from New 
York’s Fordham University, taught 
about Non-Arab Societies and Cultures 
in the Middle East, The Kurds, and 
Social and Ethnic Issues in the Gulf. 
The fi nal day of lectures was conducted 
by Dr. Bradford McGuinn, professor 
of Middle Eastern Studies, University 
of Miami, who covered Terrorism in 
the Middle East, Geopolitics of Islamic 
Eurasia, and Iraq. 

According to Maj. Mark Van Zandt, 
director of the Civil-Military Strategy 
for Internal Development Course and 
JSOU MEOC coordinator at the U.S. 
Air Force Special Operations School 
(USAFSOS), the MEOC currently is 
“one of the most popular and sought-
after courses” offered by the Joint 
Special Operations University. He 
noted that keeping up with the demand 
has been “a challenge.”

Brig. Gen. Charles H. Davidson 
IV, a participant in the course and 
commander of the 350th Bde., 

…“Updates” cont’d from page 4

“Updates” cont’d on page 6…
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reaffi rmed the importance of the 
MEOC when he stated, “soldiers 
educated to an orientation of the world 
are much better prepared to serve in 
the region in which they have been 
trained. It prepares them to hit the 
ground running, and to achieve their 
goals and objectives.” (Maj. Philip A. 
Govia, 358th PAO, PhilG358@aol.com) 

Pocket-sized CMO 
Library Now Available
The Center for Disaster Management 
and Humanitarian Assistance at Tulane 
University has created a CD-Rom 
resource library that will come in handy 
for all CA and CIMIC operations. 

“The CMO/CIMIC Reference 
Library for the Civilian and Military 
Practitioner” is a product designed 
to provide the practitioner in Civil-
Military operations (CMO), Civil-
Military cooperation (CIMIC), 
humanitarian assistance (HA), disaster 
response, refugee operations, Civil 
Affairs, and other related fi elds, access 
to information containing multi-
disciplinary insights and reference 
material they would need to help them 
work in a strategic, operational or 
tactical environment.

The library contains almost 200 
documents, books, manuals and essays, 
to include Joint Doctrine for CMO 
(JP 3-57), the Geneva Conventions, 
NATO CIMIC Doctrine (AJP-09), 
The SPHERE Project, UNDAC Field 
Handbook, OFDA’s Field Operations 
Guide (FOG), Handbook on War and 
Public Health, Law of War for the 

Armed Forces and much more. It is a complete library that 
can fi t into a pocket. 

Three hundred copies of a test version of this product 
were handed out to participants at the World Wide Civil 
Affairs conference in Raleigh, June, and the response was 
overwhelmingly positive. The latest version is available for 
ordering in quantity for your unit or organization. Cost 
per copy is just $1 for production costs, plus shipping and 
handling. Please contact info@cdmha.org to place your order.

Tulane invites organizations, agencies, military units, 
educational institutions, training centers and individuals to 
join this project as a partner and donor of such materials. 
Updates and new products are needed to keep this project 
a valid tool for the user. We welcome the participation of 
your organization. The goal is to create a network in which 
essential publications are shared freely to the benefi t of 
many. Please promote this project, order copies for your 
organization and unit, and distribute this CD-Rom to your 
colleagues, both domestic and foreign. (Maj. (ret.) Melinda 
Hofstetter, melindah@tulane.edu) 

Artist and Photographer is 
CA at “Art”
The last issue of Sword & Scroll featured a photo taken at an Sword & Scroll featured a photo taken at an Sword & Scroll
American Red Cross orientation course at Fort Bragg, but 
did not mention who took it.

The photo was taken by Julie M. Sager, who herself has an 
interesting story to tell. A freelance photographer and artist 
based in Fayetteville, Ms. Sager served as an active-duty 
airman for several years in Imagery Production. She now 
volunteers as the PAO for the Red Cross, and is a disaster 
team volunteer. Additionally, Sager is a fi rst lieutenant with 
the Civil Air Patrol, where she is a public affairs offi cer. She 
drew this wonderful picture for the CA and PSYOP soldiers 
of USACAPOC, and welcomes correspondence. Reach her at 
CAP31022@aol.com. (Amy Johnson)

…“Updates” cont’d from page 5

“Updates” cont’d on page 7…
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ROA Offers Weekly Email 
Updates
The Reserve Offi cers’ Association has long  
served as a voice for all reservists. With its 
offi ce just a stone’s throw from the Capitol, 
the staff of ROA is in a unique position 
to listen and make our presence known to 
lawmakers and policy analysts. 

ROA offers as one of its services a Weekly e-
Update, written and compiled by key staffers 
at its national headquarters.

If you or a unit member would like to receive 
ROA Weekly e-Update, send your email 
address, with name, rank and mailing address 
so ROA can be sure it does not duplicate this 
service, to: info@ROA.org, or call toll-free, 
1-800-809-9448, x731.

ROA encourages that you visit its website at 
www.ROA.org. For membership information, 
please www.ROA.org/about_us/about_ov.asp, 
or call toll-free, 800-
809-9448. (S&S) 

News from 
Susan 
Malone
The CA Association 
has received holiday 
greetings from Col 
Susan Malone. 

Soldiers and Marines 
alike well remember 
Col. Malone, who 
is a past commander 
of the Marine’s 4th 
Civil Affairs Group 
and a life member 
and former director 
of the Association. 
She writes that she 
is “still enjoying her 
responsibilities as a 
diplomat” with the United Nations, where she serves with 
the UN War Crimes Tribunal, The Hague, Netherlands. 

In her work, Col. Malone has traveled throughout Europe, 
the former Yugoslavia, and the Middle East for trials and 
apprehensions. In addition to her holiday greetings, Col. 

…“Updates” cont’d from page 6

Malone invites those who may be in 
the Netherlands to come visit her at 
The Hague. Contact her via email at 
SLMALONE@hotmail.com. (Brig. 
Gen. (ret.) Dennis Wilkie) 

COL Margo D. Sheridan, Project Offi cer for the WWCAC 2002, 
and her daughter, at the registration table.

Delois Wilkie with CAA directors Maj. David Lyles and Master Sgt. Kathleen Tinney.
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WORTH REPEATING…
In December, Pres. George W. Bush signed the Afghanistan Freedom Support Act, authorizing 
$1 billion over the next two years to expand peacekeeping and reconstruction efforts. At press 
time, Congress had yet to approve the money to pay for the initiative, something CARE urged 
it to do quickly so that an international security force could be expanded beyond Kabul without 
delay. Yet Paul Barker, CARE Afghanistan’s country director, in a recent interview with Great 
Britain’s Globe and Mail, was concerned… 

“Distinctions between the military and aid workers will be increasingly blurred 
where the military gets involved in [relief efforts]. This puts professional 
humanitarian agency aid workers at greater risk. We’re not armed and the military 
is. … If [Afghanistan’s] army could be evolved into a much more broad-based army 
to represent the diversity of Afghanistan, it would be constructive.”

Maj. Gen. Berkman and Senator Denton.

USSOCOM commander, Gen. Holland talks with two 
international visitors.
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Letter to the Editor

A Soldier Passes On 
For those of you who had neither met nor heard of Maj. 
(ret.) Gerald Kelly, who passed away last 22 March at the age 
of 64, we would like to acquaint you with the extraordinary 
person who was, to many of us, most responsible for the 
esteem and consequent current utilization of Civil Affairs 
units by active components. 

A graduate of Harvard University as well as Yale Law School, 
Maj. Kelly was a senior partner in a law fi rm that bared his 
name and was an estate planner for the last twelve years. He 
is survived by his wife, Noreen, three daughters, and fi ve 
grandchildren.

Maj. Kelly had been assigned to the 353d CA Cmd. as the 
Staff Judge Advocate at a time when CA units were fi ghting 
for their survival. In response to this, the three major CA 
commands -- the 351st in California, the 352d in Maryland, 
and the 353d in New York -- all ingratiated themselves with 
active military units with Agreements of Mutual Support 
of their activities, functions, and exercises. All were well 
received by CONUS units. With this success, there was no 
reason to suggest that such support agreements were limited 
to CONUS, and Maj. Kelly was tasked with the responsibility 
of analyzing and making recommendations for consideration 
by command-level units to expand beyond the current areas 
of agreement. 

Up to this period, any reference to placing CA troops in the 
European theater, which was the 353d area of mobilization 
readiness, was vetoed by the German army, as they had 
long presumed Civil Affairs as just a cover for Military 
Government to which they had been subjected during and 
following WWII. 

Maj. Kelly’s analysis revealed that regulations did not 
preclude the provision of support 
to overseas commanders and a 
plan of support implementation 
was developed, staffed, and 
reviewed with the CA community. 
He subsequently obtained an 
invitation to brief the concept of 
the workings of CIMIC to the 
head of the Host Nation Support 
section of Hdqs., USAREUR 
and 7th Army. Maj. Kelly briefed 
commanding generals at the 77th 
USARCOM, Army Readiness 
Region 1, First U.S. Army, 
and U.S. Forces Command. 
Subsequent briefi ngs of the 
USAREUR DCSOPS as well as 

the German Territorial Army followed 
with concurrence to proceed. 

That agreement was the basis for similar 
documents signed with USREDCOM, 
USLANTCOM, USTRADOC, an 
Armored Infantry brigade, and others. 

The successful introduction of U.S. 
Army Reserve forces into the U.S. 
Army force structure, activities, and 
functions, was viewed as a cornerstone 
for subsequent other actions in Europe, 
such as the USEUCOM agreement 
and the continuing presence in 
Germany and other European nations 
at the Combined and Unifi ed levels of 
command. 

While these actions were taking place, 
Maj. Kelly advised that he was leaving 
the Army with 20 years of service due 
to expanding business concerns. He 
had done just what the Army always 
asked to be done. He remained active 
in the Civil Affairs Association at the 
local and national levels. The current 
forces and their utilization are, as far as 
we are concerned, positively related to 
the work of Maj. Gerald C. Kelly.

May he rest in peace.

Brig. Gen. (ret.) James P. Harley
Col. (ret.) Richard F. Hennessy

USACAPOCs Top of the Tops:  Cmd. Sgts. Maj. Elam and George.
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CA’s Top Awards Announced

Annually the Civil Affairs Annually the Civil Affairs AAssociation recognizes persons AAssociation recognizes persons Awho have made outstanding Awho have made outstanding A
contributions to our national defense. 
These persons are selected for their 
demonstrated leadership, for their 
military service in Civil Affairs, and 
their furtherance of the goals of the 
Association.

The Annual Award is presented The Annual Award is presented The Annual Award
annually at the Association’s 
Conference to a person who has made 
outstanding contributions in the fi eld 
of Civil Affairs. The Association’s 
Annual Award has been presented since 
the beginning days of the Association; 
the fi rst Annual Award was presented 
in 1950 to Gen. Mark W. Clark, U.S. 
Army commander in Europe during 
World War II. Other awardees include 
Maj. Gen. John H. Hilldring (1955), 
Maj. Gen. Strom Thurmond (1959), 
and Gen. John M. Shalikashvili (2000). 

This year’s Annual Award was 
presented to Lt. Gen. (ret.) William P. 
Tangney, who, as commanding general 
of U.S. Army Special Operations Cmd., 
was responsible for all of the Army’s 
active and Reserve component special 
operations forces, including Civil Affairs 
and PSYOP, as well as Special Forces, 
Rangers, and the ARSOF schoolhouse, 
Fort Bragg’s John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare Center and School.

A longtime supporter of the Civil 
Affairs Association and a friend of 
the CA Corps, Lt. Gen. Tangney was 
instrumental in the revitalization of CA 
training and updating of CA doctrine, 
as well as the integration of CA activity 
into both SOF and convention forces.

The Hilldring Award. This is the 
second year that the Association has 
presented the Maj. Gen. John Hilldring 
Award, which is given to individuals 
with outstanding Civil Affairs military 
experience. Last year’s winner was Brig. 
Gen. Bruce B. Bingham. This year the 
Hilldring Award was presented to two 

Association members, Maj. Gen. (ret.) William R. Berkman, 
and Col. (ret.) Eli E. Nobleman. Both have served as the 
bedrock of Civil Affairs, and have contributed greatly to 
the U.S. Army Reserve as a whole. Their combined years of 
military and Civil Affairs experience is greater than a century.

A past president and now president emeritus of the Civil 
Affairs Association, Maj. Gen. (ret.) William R. Berkman 
began his military career in 1952 as an advisor to the 
Republic of Korea Army in the Korea Military Advisory 
Group. From 1979-1986, he served as the chief, Army 
Reserve, and later, from 1986-1992, as Military Executive of 
the Reserve Forces Policy Board. 

Berkman’s CA service found him primarily in West Coast 
units, serving in command and staff assignments in the 445th 
Bn. and the 351st Cmd., which he commanded from 1975-
1979.

A tireless CA supporter, Maj. Gen. Berkman’s dedication to 
the CA community is unsurpassed. He currently serves as the 
Honorary Chief of the CA Corps. Berkman shares this honor 
with his lovely wife, Betty Ann.

For many, Col. (ret.) Eli E. Nobleman is the personifi cation 
of all things Civil Affairs. As chairman emeritus of the 
Association’s Executive Committee and past president of the 
Association, Col. Nobelman’s long-standing support of CAA 
continues to be an inspiration to all who know him.

A founding father of the Association, Nobleman entered 
the Army during WWII as a private. He received a fi eld 
commission while serving in Germany, where he was with 
tactical units establishing provisional local governments. 
Following the hostilities, he continued to serve in Germany, 

Temple awardee, Dan Williams (left) with Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Altshuler.

“Top Awards” cont’d on page 11…
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where he held Military Government positions. He was to 
become a chief judge in the Military Government courts and 
legal advisor to the Commanding General in Bavaria.

A charter member of the famed 300th CA Group, Nobleman 
served at Fort Gordon, Ga., when recalled to active duty 
during the 1961 Berlin Wall Crisis. He concluded his service 
as Chief, CA Branch, in the Dept. of the Army’s ODCSOPS 
in the Pentagon.

Like Gen. Berkman, Col. Nobleman is the recipient of the 
prestigious USSOCOM Medallion. He was for many years in 
the Federal service, and was named Counsel Emeritus of the 
U.S. Senate.

Depending on the temperature, one can fi nd him and his 
wonderful wife, Elaine, residing either in Florida or in the 
D.C. area. 

The Ralph R. Temple Award is presented annually to an The Ralph R. Temple Award is presented annually to an The Ralph R. Temple Award
Association member whose efforts support the furtherance of 
the objectives of the Civil Affairs Association. Past recipients 
include The Hon. John O. Marsh (1992), Col. Dennis C. 
Barlow (1996), and Master Sgt. George VanSant (2001).

This year’s honoree, Col. (ret.) Daniel R. Williams was 
commissioned through OCS and was on active duty from 
1969-1971, during which time he served with the 173d 
Abn. Bde.

Williams’ Reserve service began in upstate N.Y.’s 403d Bn., 
where he served in a variety of positions. In 1985 he entered 
the Active Guard/Reserve (AGR) program, and from 1989-
1992 he was an operations offi cer with Mountain View, Ca.’s 
351st Bde.

In the late-1990s he was responsible for deploying SOF 
forces worldwide, and provided oversight of the CA and 
PSYOP specialties. His fi nal assignment was in the Offi ce of 
the Secretary of Defense (Special Operations/Low Intensity 
Confl ict). 

For a complete list of past winners of these awards, visit CAA 
online at www.civilaffairsassoc.org. (Amy Johnson) 

This year, 
Capt. Anne 
Marie 
Theriault, 
Staff Sgt. 
Kenneth 

Arroyo, and Spec. 
Jason Johnson 
were recognized 
by the USAR 
Civil Affairs 
Corps as the 
2002 Civil Affairs 
Junior Offi cer, 

NCO, and Enlisted Person of the year.

Each attended the Annual Civil Affairs 
Conference in Raleigh, N.C., and 
were congratulated by their peers and 
friends, as well as leaders of the CA and 
SOF community.

Civil Affairs Junior Offi cer of the 
Year. Capt. Anne Marie Theriault, the Capt. Anne Marie Theriault, the Capt. Anne Marie Theriault
Civil Affairs offi cer of the year, resides 
in Laurel, Md., and is a member of 
Norristown, Pa.’s 416th CA Bn. She 
has her BA from Augusta College and 
works for the Justice Department in 
Washington, D.C. 

During her deployment to JTF-Bravo 
in the Republic of Honduras in April 
2001, she employed her extraordinary 
CA skills to ensure the soldiers she 
supported could achieve their Civil-
Military operational goals. She was 
awarded a Certifi cate of Appreciation 
from the J5 of JTF-Bravo for her 
continual efforts and desires to achieve 
the national policy goals.

In garrison, she continually works to 
improve the administrative readiness 
of the unit, taking it upon herself to 
correct ongoing retirement point issues. 
This in itself has helped retention 
within the battalion.

Currently Capt. Theriault is the 
battalion S4, and been commended for 
improving command logistical readiness 

Enlisted person 
of the year, Spec. 
Jason Johnson, is 
congratulated by the 
Corps’ Col. Grupper, 
as Maj. Koloc and 
USACAPOC Cmd. Sgt. 
Maj. Hall watch with 
pride.

Corps Recognizes Best in the Ranks

…“Top Awards” cont’d from page 10

“Best” cont’d on page 12…

Each year, the CA Corps selects an outstanding junior 
offi cer, NCO, and enlisted person who best exemplify 
the Corps’ spirit and “can-do” attitude. Selection 

is based on performance and contribution to the fi eld of 
Civil Affairs as described in the individuals’ unit nomination 
packages.
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Wanted:  Editor for Sword & Scroll
After 12 years I am stepping down as editor of the CAA newsletter, and the job is ripe for the right 
candidate. Here are the details for anyone interested:

The Civil Affairs Association (CAA), the voice of the Civil Affairs and special operations professional for 
more than 50 years, is seeking an editor for its award-winning bimonthy journal and newsletter, The 
Sword & Scroll. First-hand military experience in CA, PSYOP, or SF preferred. The candidate must be 
familiar with the CA and SOF communities, have editorial or journalistic experience, and be committed 
to advocating SOF doctrine and telling the CA story. Your location is immaterial, but attendance at 
Board meetings (twice yearly, in D.C. and N.C.) is expected. Other requirements include familiarity 
with AP Style, MS Offi ce, and comfort in dealing with senior-ranking military and civilian offi cials. Time 
spent on each issue will vary for each individual. Knowledge of layout helpful, but not mandatory. 
Compensation commensurate with experience. Those interested may submit resume and cover letter 
to the CAA at civilaffairs@earthlink.net. 

through use of frequent equipment 
and records inspections. Her diligence 
has led to full accountability for unit 
equipment. 

In addition to her duty assignment, 
Capt. Theriault serves as the battalion 
EEO advisor, a position for which she 
is school-qualifi ed. The battalion meets 
all SOF and USACAPOC requirements 
as a result of her efforts. In addition she 
is CA-qualifi ed and is working towards 
PSYOP qualifi cation.

She is aggressively after all unit 
members to pay their Civil Affairs 
dues and has well over 75-percent paid 
members and is striving towards high 
life membership numbers. 

Whether downrange or at home, Capt. 
Theriault proves that she is the best of 
what CA has to offer.

Junior offi cers selected by their units 
for this recognition were:  Karagene 
Callaham (486th Bn.), Roger Mark 
Elliott (490th Bn.), Donald Dale 
Gardiner (308th Bde.), Damone 
Garner (422d Bn.), Glenn A. Kramel 
(431st Bn.), John D. Naastad (407th 
Bn.), Phillip F. Romanelli (358th Bde.), 
Benjamin J. Schauer (432d Bn.), Felton 
Smith, Jr., (350th Cmd.), and Kenneth 
Zurcher (418th Bn.).

Non-Commissioned Offi cer of the Year. Staff Sgt. Kenneth 
Arroyo has helped his unit, Fort Dix’s 404th CA Bn. (FID/Arroyo has helped his unit, Fort Dix’s 404th CA Bn. (FID/Arroyo
UW) in recruitment from the ranks of his civilian job. A Port 
Jefferson Station, N.Y., resident, Arroyo has had an extensive 
military career after entering the active service in October 
1987, serving four years. He joined the Army Reserve and 
entered the CA community three years ago, after what he 
calls “coming to his senses,” having served in the New York 
Army National Guard following his release from active duty. 

He did not waste much time once completing the 38A MOS 
requirements. Then he requested assignment to Kosovo and 
served as Civil Affairs NCOIC at Camp Montieth. He was 
instrumental in organizing the fi rst inter-ethnic athletic event 
in Kosovo since the end of the war in 1999. These events 
received worldwide acclaim in the media.

Additionally, Staff Sgt. Arroyo played a signifi cant role 
in negotiations with the leader of the Sefer faction of the 
ethnic Albanian guerilla organization (UCPMB). His efforts 
contributed to the mass surrender of the UCPMB during 
the closure of the buffer zone between Kosovo and Serbia in 
June 2001. He also helped put together an up-to-date SOP 
for several areas at Camp Montieth.

Currently, he serves as Team sergeant for his battalion and 
is looking forward to attendance at BNCOC. He also has 
volunteered for jumpmaster and pathfi nder training.

Staff Sgt. Arroyo has prior active duty service during which 
he graduated from airborne school, and served as a squad 
leader during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm.

As a civilian, Staff Sgt. Arroyo is a uniformed patrolman 
for the Suffolk County (N.Y.) Police Department. He is 

…“Best” cont’d from page 11

“Best” cont’d on page 13…
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Corrections
CAA life member, Lt. Col. (P) Gary A. Medvigy wrote that he was 
“disappointed” to see that we omitted his name from the recent O-6 
promotion selection list. I would be too! Medvigy, late of the 351st 
Cmd., now a PSYOP Bn. commander, was selected in his primary 
branch – JA, but my high-tech sensors (eyeballing the list looking 
for 38 and CA designations) did not pick up his name. Lt. Col. Mevigy 
assures that he “fully expects” to return to CA soon. 

This is also true of the 353d’s William T. Wilson, also a JAG, who was 
selected for promotion to colonel. Wilson currently serves as the ops 
offi cer of the 353d’s NAVEUR CAP3 team. He says that he is scheduled 
to become the team chief but is awaiting JAGC approval to get 
promoted into a 38A slot. 

If everyone just branched to Civil Affairs, I wouldn’t have to make 
these corrections!!

a certifi ed EMT, and completed courses of study at Stony 
Brook University, as well as through FEMA.

NCOs selected by their units for this recognition were:  
Laura Blunt (418th Bn.), Demuntz M. Bowie (321st Bde.), 
Thomas Brady (416th Bn.), William R. Coen (3d Bn., 1st 
Spec. Warfare Tng. Group), Ryan Michael Kelly (490th 
Bn.), Tina M. Kent (350th Cmd.), Randall R. McNeely (4th 
CAG, USMCR), Aaron A. Miller (407th Bn.), Leona Dawn 
Propson (432d Bn.), Jesse E. Pruett (486th Bn.), Diane 
M. Reynolds (358th Bde.), Edward J. Salazar, Jr., (3d Bn., 
108th Div.), Len E. Sheets (431st Bn.), and Thomas James 
Volz (308th Bde.).

We are honored to have them all in our ranks.

Enlisted Soldier of the Year. The Civil Affairs Enlisted Person 
of the Year, Spec. Jason Johnson, is a member of Arden Hills 
Mn.’s 407th CA Bn. He joined the Army before completing 
high school in 1999, and did his basic training immediately 
after graduation before completing his Civil Affairs MOS 
training.

He jumped immediately into the mix of things during 
Operation Eagle Talon, a Battalion Command Training 
Program (BCTP) Warfi ghter exercise conducted at Fort 
Campbell with the 101st Air Assault Div. Once it was 
determined that more CA support was needed for the 
exercise, Johnson was assigned as the S5 for the 2d Bde. 
Combat Team, for which he oversaw dislocated civilian 
situations, simulated reports, and both prepared and 
presented 
briefi ngs with 
the skill of 
someone far 
more senior in 
both rank and 
experience. It 
was through 
this that he 
earned the 
respect and 
admiration 
of all and was 
nominated for 
and recognized 
by Army chief 
of staff, Gen. 
Shinseki, as one 
of the “Heroes 
of Battle” for 
his superior 
performance.

Johnson has continued to perform in 
an exemplary manner as a member of 
his direct support team, assisting his 
headquarters in providing the necessary 
CA support to its WARTRACE unit. 
His knowledge, most of which is 
self-taught, for a young soldier again 
refl ects one with more experience and 
maturity than his years. 

Junior enlisted personnel selected 
by their units for this recognition 
were:  Daniel Cross (431st Bn.), 
Joanna Lindsey Gunter (490th Bn.), 
Kelly Kearney (350th Cmd.), William 
Kennedy (418th Bn.), Robert R. Kohrs 
(321st Bde.), Steven Glenn Mudd 
(308th Bde.), Seandell G. Sanders 
(358th Bde.), and Robert A. Tujdisco 
(486th Bn.).

Congratulations to these soldiers who 
are leading the way for the future. 
(CAA Awards Committee and Amy 
Johnson) 

…“Best” cont’d from page 12
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From the Secretary/Treasurer

Life Member Ranks 
Continue to Grow 
This fall the following persons pledged their support to the 
CA Association by becoming our newest Life Members: 
Leslie Broadway, David Crowninshield, John Domenech, 
Jeffrey Foundas, Matthew Gapinski, Byron Johnston, 
Abraham Mensch, John Orfe, Nancy Quintero, Amanda 
Ruiz-Zayas, Ermea Russell, Robert Sindler, and Mary 
Stermer. Congratulations!

Missing Life Members. The Association does not have a valid 
current mailing address for these Life Members: Raymond 
P. Barrager, Walter A. Easley, A.U. Fox, Merle Lynn 
Henry, C.J. Iwata, Lark Lawler, Lloyd E. Lewis, George A. 
Robertson, Ira Ralph Rostron, David W. White, and Scott E. 
Womack.

Persons who know the correct mailing address for any of 
these members are asked to inform the Secretary/Treasurer, 
either by mail or by email at civilaffairs@earthlink.net. 

Lastly, it is my sad duty to announce that Clarence D. 
Bell died this past fall. Col. Bell was an early leader in the 
Philadelphia-area Civil Affairs community. He served as 
president of the Association in 1963. Survivors include Col. 
Clarence D. Bell Jr., a former commander of the 304th CA 
Brigade. Those wishing to forward condolences to the Bell 
family do so through the Civil Affairs Association, civilaffairs
@earthlink.net. (Brig. Gen. (ret.) Dennis A. Wilkie) 

Dear Alice,
We’re with You!

We have heard that Alice Helm, spitfi re spouse of 
longtime CA supporter and all-around good guy, 
Brig. Gen. (ret.) Lew Helm, has taken ill. This is 
not like Alice, who is known throughout Maryland 
as a supporter for all causes and good and pure, and 
runs on some amazing energy reserve that even Iraq 
would love to tap into. On behalf of the Civil Affairs 
Association and all your friends in the Army Reserve 
community, Sword & Scroll wishes you well and looks 
forward to seeing you leading the way for all things 
right, in your “blue gown,” as soon as possible. 
Love, hugs and buckets of admiration to you. 

2003 World 
Wide CA 
Conference 
Postponed

What if you held a conference What if you held a conference Wfor CA and SOF professionals Wfor CA and SOF professionals Wand no one could come? In Wand no one could come? In W
this case, because they are all deployed, 
doing what they do best…

Well, this is precisely the case why the 
U.S. Army Special Operations Cmd. 
(USASOC) and U.S. Army Civil 
Affairs and Psychological Operations 
Cmd .(USACAPOC) have postponed 
the 2003 World Wide Civil Affairs 
Conference (WWCAC).

The conference had been scheduled 
for 19-21 June, again in Raleigh, 
N.C. Concerning the postponement, 
Association president Maj. Gen. 
Tom Matthews said that the Civil 
Affairs Association fully supports the 
USACAPOC decision, noting that 
“this is a time when all resources must 
be committed to the mobilization 
needs of our soldiers and their families. 
The Association will continue to focus 
on two priorities, family support and 
recognizing the great efforts of our Civil 
Affairs professionals. In that regard,” he 
continued, “CAA will proceed with all 
of our recognition programs and annual 
awards activities. Our prayers are with all 
of our soldiers and their families.”

Matthews says that he expects that 
leaders from USACAPOC, the 
Association, and other organizations will 
meet this summer to consider a future 
conference date and theme.

Keep tuned to the Sword & Scroll and Sword & Scroll and Sword & Scroll
the CAA website, www.civilaffairsasso
c.org, for details and updates. (S&S) 
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From the Schoolhouse

PSYOP, CA Instructors Exchange Ideas 
at “Rebluing” Conference
FORT BRAGG, N.C. — In the Army, active and Reserve 
soldiers often work together to complete missions. To 
achieve this, training for all soldiers must be standard 
and consistent. With this goal in mind, CA and PSYOP 
instructors met to discuss changes to curriculum at a Total 
Army School System Instructors Conference at the Special 
Operations Academic Facility here 28 September.

“Whether it is training troops or other operations … it is 
very important for [CA and PSYOP soldiers] to be ready to 
go,” said Brig. Gen. Thomas P. Maney, USACAPOC deputy 
commander. 

Maney explained that part of preparing soldiers to conduct 
missions is “to recruit good instructors, and each of the 
instructors at the conference make major contributions in 
training troops.”

The instructors who attended the conference conduct one-
third of the training at the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare 
Center and School (JFKSWCS) – the Army’s schoolhouse 
for all SOF training. On hand at the conference was SWCS’s 
commander, Maj. Gen. William Boykin, who said that he 
would “like to see all [in attendance at the conference here] 
wearing the same patch that I do … because as far as I am 
concerned you are part of this [school] …. You are training 
our soldiers, and you are essential to this school. That is why 
we asked you to come here, to bring you up to speed on 
where things are going in PSYOP and Civil Affairs.”

At the conference, instructors received updated information 
from the school and talked with other instructors from all 
over the country to exchange ideas. 

“These instructors gathered in little groups during breaks 
and did a lot of communicating outside of the conference,” 
said Lt. Col. Michael Sanders, with the 104th Division 
(Institutional Training) in Vancouver, Wash.

Lt. Col. Robert L Perry, commander of 5th Bn., 3d Bde., 
95th Div. (IT) in Lubbock, Texas, said it was good for 
many of the reservists attending the conference to network 
with their active counterparts. “Interface with the active 
component stimulates our instructors to be fresh on their 
ideas,” said Perry. “They bring up issues face-to-face with 
people who can fi x them, get the latest updates and interface 
to see where the CAPOC vision is going.”

Maney suggested the instructors use the 
information gathered at the conference 
to better prepare their students to 
perform their skills whenever they are 
called upon.

“President Bush said, ‘We will not 
falter, we will not fail.’ He is counting 
on you to be ready and to train your 
troops,” Maney reminded.

The collective opinion of those 
attending this “rebluing” conference 
was that this is jus the beginning of 
similar efforts to benefi t the entire SOF 
community. 

For more information on this effort, 
please contact Maj. Camille Makurat, 
Senior TASS Advisor for SWCS at 
Camille.Makurat@us.army.mil. (Pvt. 
1st Class. Jennifer J. Eidson, USASOC 
PAO) 
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Corps Corner

Oravetz Named Honorary Colonel of 
the Corps

Col. (Ret.) Kalman Oravetz has 
been selected to represent the 
tradition and lineage of all 

Civil Affairs soldiers through service as 
Honorary Colonel of the Civil Affairs 
Corps (HCOC). He is assisted in these 
duties by Sgt. 1st Class (Ret.) George 
Van Sant, who serves as Honorary 
Sergeant Major of the Corps.

“During and since WWII, CA has 
been my major interest after my family 
and practice of law,” Col. Oravetz 
said when notifi ed of his selection. 
“Hopefully I can fulfi ll the expectations 
of all to represent them and the 
Corps.”

Col. Oravetz’s CA career spans almost 
sixty years, starting in the Army Air 
Corps during WWII. Because of his 
political science and legal credentials, 
he was reassigned to the Civil Affairs 
Training Course at Fort Custer, Mich.; 
the Army then continued his studies at 
the CA courses at Harvard University.

Next, he was shipped to the CA marshalling center at 
Shrivingham, England, where he was assigned as Assistant 
G3 for the Hdqs. of the European Civil Affairs Division 
(ECAD), for which he served with G5 of Hdqs., ETOUSA 
(European Theater of Operations, US Army) and G5 
SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied European Forces). 
Part of his responsibilities included planning the structure, 
deployment and assignment of the ECAD detachments for 
CA operations during Operation Overlord in Normandy and 
the rest of France and then for MG (Military Government) 
operations in Germany. This work, with visits to detachments 
and to the G5s of the U.S.’s other major commands, enabled 
Oravetz to observe the unfolding CA/MG scene throughout 
the theater. 

After VE Day, when Hdqs., SHAEF and Hdqs., ECAD 
fi nished their work and were deactivated, the HCOC was 
reassigned to G5 of Hdqs., U.S. Forces European Theater 
(USFET) in Frankfurt. His fi rst assignment was as operations 
offi cer, followed by a stint as an assistant plans offi cer. These 
assignments involved him with the constantly changing 
structure and operations of the MG units throughout the 
U.S. zone of Germany, where he worked closely with the 
U.S. section of the newly established quadripartite Offi ce of 
Military Government in Berlin. Oravetz then wound up at 
G5, Hdqs., USFET, as Chief G5 legal advisor working on 
intriguing CA matters. 

Col. Oravetz, (fourth from left) is joined by long-time friends and colleagues, (from left), Maj. Gen. Mike Boyd, 
Col. Phil Stage, Col. Wendell Hodgkins, (Oravetz), Col. Irv Lindley, and Col. John Geiger. (Delois Wilkie photo)

“Oravetz” cont’d on page 17…
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 20, 2002

I send greetings to those gathered for the 2002 Worldwide 
Civil Affairs Conference.

During these extraordinary times, Americans have looked 
to our men and women in uniform for examples of courage, 
dedication, and perseverance. Civil Affairs soldiers have 
been in the forefront of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM since 
its inception, and they will continue to play a key role 
in maintaining peace in years to come.

The success of our Civil Affairs soldiers is a tribute 
to the solid foundation provided by the Civil Affairs 
Association. I commend Association members for their 
efforts and encourage their continued work as our 
“ambassadors in uniform.”

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes for a 
productive conference.

Upon discharge from active duty, Col. Oravetz resumed 
activity as Assistant S3, later S3, of Hdqs., 302d Military 
Government (later redesignated CA) Group. The unit spent 
a year on call-up for the Berlin crisis in 1948, but eventually 
expended most effort on studies of and exercises involving 
the developing Viet Nam and other crises in Southeast 
Asia. During this tour of duty he also worked with the G5 
of the 18th Abn. Corps on the CA annexes for their major 
contingency plans.

After a short stint with 353d CA Area (A) as chief 
government offi cer, Oravetz served as the commander 
of the 302d CA Group until its deactivation and, later 
as commander of 356th CA Area (B) until mandatory 
retirement in 1972. 

All through and since his Reserve service, Col. Oravetz 
has been a tireless CA advocate and active member of the 
Civil Affairs Association. He served as its president and was 

honored with the Association’s annual 
award. He served as the Chairman 
of the Civil Affairs Corps’ governing 
committee from the Corps inception 
in 1989 through 2000 and this year 
his distinguished contributions to Civil 
Affairs have been recognized by his 
designation as Honorary Colonel of the 
Corps.

In private life Col. Oravetz practiced 
law and currently is a retired counsel 
with the fi rm of Hughes Hubbard & 
Reed, founded years ago by Charles 
Evans Hughes. The CA community was 
saddened when he lost his wife, Elsie, 
a loyal friend of CA, early this year. He 
has a daughter, Helen Bassler, who lives 
with her husband in Washington State. 
(Corps Committee) 

…“Oravetz” cont’d from page 16
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Watch out Raleigh for “the gangs of New York” … From left, Frank Romano, Steve Hashem, Al Grupper, with George VanSant.

A constellation of SOF general offi cers: From left, Maj. Gens. Wayne Jackson, Donald Campbell, Lt. Gen. William Tangney, and 
Maj. Gen. Altshuler.
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The Maryland mafi a returns! From left, Cmd. Sgt. Cannon, Sgt. Maj. Anderson, and Brig. Gen. Deloatch.

Gens. Berkman and Matthews present SOCOM’s General Holland with a certifi cate for Honorary Member in the Corps.
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