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Historical Context

ADuring the 192006s and 19306s, |

would now be called stablility operations in the Caribbean, wrote the
Small Wars Manual, and at the same time developed the

amphibious landing techniques that would help liberate Europe and
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The challenge is to enhance our irregular warfare capabilities

without forfeiting our conventional pre-eminence.

We will need both in combination. pmesssss
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THE ANSWER: iy i

BALANCED CAPABILITY
THE APPROACH:

INNOVATION, FLEXIBILITY, UTILITY
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1932 Marines Show Sandino Flag, Nicaragua



Mission

he USMC Center for Irregular Warfare was
established as the central Marine Corps
agency for identifying, coordinating and
Implementing Irregular Warfare capabillity
development initiatives across all elements
of DOTMLPF (Doctrine, Organization,
Training, Materiel, Leadership and
Education, Personnel, Facilities)




Small Wars History

Leadership,
Education, &
Training

Innovation &
Adaptation



& What is Irregular Warfare?
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Definition (JP 1.02)

IW is a violent struggle among state and non-state actors for legitimacy and
influence over the relevant populations. IW favors indirect and asymmetric
approaches, though it may employ the full range of military and other
capabilities, in order to erode an adversary's power, influence, and will.

A The term Aviolentod refers to the nature
US response
I Violence includes threat of harm (physical/psychological) & underpins the
nature of the struggle in IW
A This threat of harm implies indirect nature of IW & expands scope
beyond kinetic, direct-action warfare
I US adversaries use violence as atool to erode legitimacy/influence; the

ability to offset the threat of harm (physical/psychological) forms the
foundation for countering irregular challenges through both violent & non-

violent means (i.e., security & governance).
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It is the violent nature of the conflict that separates Irregular
Warfare from the normal political process




Who conducts IW?

Irregular forces - (DOD) Armed individuals or
groups who are not members of the regular armed
forces, police, or other internal security forces.

Missions and Related Activities in IW

DOD Directive 3000.07
identifies five operations
undertaken to address
Irreqular threats:

Counterterrorism
Counterinsurgency
Foreign Internal Defense
Stability Operations
Unconventional Warfare

DODD 3000.07 requires DOD
to conduct other related
activities:

Strategic communication
Information ops
Psychological ops
Civil-military op

Intel & Counterintel ops
Support to law enforcement.




Merging Conventional and
Irregular Warfare

Conventional Warfare
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Conventional Conflict Small Wars

Linear Battlefield Non-Linear Battlefield

Large Scale Operations Small Unit Operations

Hard Sciences Soft Sciences

Focus on the Enemy Focus on the Relevant Population
Stand-off Warfare Close contact

Hierarchical/Rigid Adversary Structure Dynamic/Adaptive Adversary Structure
Conventional and specialized forces Capable across the spectrum of conflict
Country focus Regional focus

Defense Department Focus Whole of Government Focus

State Enemies Non-State Enemies/State/Combos
Conflict Termination Conflict Prevention

Information Control Information Proliferation

The Cycle of Conflict I s returni



Hybrid threat: Any adversary that simultaneouslyand adaptively

employsa fused mixof conventional weapons, irregular tactics,

terrorism, and criminal behavior in the battlespaceto obtain their
political objectives.




ASSIST ENFORCE DEFEAT

AUS dominance in conventional warfare has
state actors and their state sponsors, strong motivation to adopt asymmetric methods to
counter our advantages. For this reason we must display a mastery of irregular warfare
comparable to that which we posses in conventional combat. 0 NDS 2008

Forward deployed, Navy-Marine Corps forces enable multiple SIMULTANEOUS
and DISTRIBUTED missions to engage and influence relevant populations
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Three Block War




